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International Folklore Festival POKROV BELLS
REGULATIONS
Vilnius
Republic of Lithuania

“Pokrov Bells” is an annual international festival held in Vilnius since 2004. Over the years, the festival has gained significant recognition not only in Lithuania but also internationally, becoming one of the largest and most prestigious festivals in Europe. The festival programme consists of events that reinforce the idea of the vitality and relevance of traditional culture in the contemporary world, as well as the necessity of its preservation for society and the state.
Today, it is difficult to imagine the cultural life of the Lithuanian capital without this grand forum, which brings together more than 800 participants representing various national cultures and age groups, and attracts over 40,000 spectators. The organizers place particular emphasis on the traditional culture of Lithuania’s national communities, striving to nurture and promote it among children and youth.
Becoming a participant in this major folklore festival is not easy: foreign ensembles are selected by an international jury, while Lithuanian groups take part in the preliminary competition “Traditions Bearers”. This is due to the organizers’ commitment to high professional standards and their aim to invite only authentic bearers of national traditions. This approach reflects not only the principled stance of masters of the craft but also the aspiration to present the finest examples of folk art to international audiences.
Performances take place on the most prestigious stages, including the Lithuanian National Philharmonic, the Lithuanian Academy of Music and Theatre, theatres, museums, the Town Hall, as well as Orthodox and Catholic churches.
Concerts of folklore ensembles, masterclasses led by prominent ethnography specialists, exhibitions of photography and visual arts, folk art and culinary heritage fairs, a young craftsmen’s laboratory, educational programmes for school pupils and students, academic conferences, round table discussions, creative meetings, and evenings of folk dance - all these form integral parts of the “Pokrov Bells” festival.
“Pokrov Bells” is the only festival in Europe that annually implements a unique activity unparalleled in the Baltic States. Lithuanian composers and renowned performers from Lithuania and abroad come together to create works in the World Music genre and present them in the finest concert halls in Lithuania and worldwide. These premieres are performed during the festival opening at the Lithuanian National Philharmonic.

I. GENERAL PART
1.1. These Regulations define the organizational framework of the International Folklore Festival “Pokrov Bells” (hereinafter – the Festival) in Lithuania, including requirements for participants and programmes, application procedures, and implementation timelines. These Regulations remain valid until the completion of the Festival.
1.2. Founder and organizer of the Festival – Lithuanian Centre for National Minorities Folklore and Ethnography.
The Festival is supported by the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Lithuania, the Lithuanian Council for Culture, Vilnius City Municipality, and the Department of National Minorities under the Government of the Republic of Lithuania.
Main partners: Lithuanian National Radio and Television (LRT), Lithuanian National Philharmonic, Vilnius Culture Centre, Vilnius Bronius Jonušas Music School, Slavic Traditional Music School, St. Catherine’s Church, Vilnius University, Vilnius Old Town Renewal Agency, European Production Centre, restaurants “Katpėdėlė”, “Artistai”, “Eurokavinė”, “Alaus Namai”.

II. OBJECTIVE AND TASKS OF THE FESTIVAL
2.1. Objective – To present the rich multicultural culture of Lithuania; to preserve, actualize (revitalize), and disseminate the traditional culture of national communities on a global scale; to promote national awareness, artistic expression, and creativity among the population of Lithuania; and to develop and strengthen international cultural cooperation.
2.2. Tasks:
2.2.1. To organize festival events—concerts, masterclasses, an academic conference, folk dance evenings, etc.—taking into account the needs of target groups.
2.2.2. To place special emphasis on the traditional cultures of various nations by creating opportunities for Lithuanian folklore ensembles to express themselves and collaborate both domestically and with ethnographic groups from abroad.
2.2.3. To select the best folklore ensembles by organizing auditions in Lithuania and abroad, and, based on strict selection criteria, invite authentic bearers of traditions.
2.2.4. To organize the work of the international jury, ensuring the professionalism and suitability of its members.
2.2.5. To incorporate educational elements into all festival events, enhance participants’ competencies, ensure high-quality traditional culture masterclasses, and maintain a high professional level of conference participants.
2.2.6. To ensure effective dissemination and publicity of festival events, especially targeting regional audiences, encouraging attendance and participation regardless of age, social, or economic status.
2.2.7. To provide invitations to socially disadvantaged families to attend festival events.
2.2.8. To ensure high-quality reception of festival participants (transportation, accommodation, catering, and cultural–educational programme).

III. REQUIREMENTS FOR FESTIVAL PARTICIPANTS AND REPERTOIRE
3.1. Festival participants are folklore ensembles and solo performers from various regions of Lithuania and foreign countries, selected through a competitive process based on strict criteria, representing authentic tradition bearers.
3.2. The prepared programme (10–30 minutes) must include the most representative examples of folklore reflecting regional traditions. Elements of traditional national customs and rituals may be presented. Performances must preserve ethnographic authenticity (polyphony, composition of instruments, stylistic features, etc.).
Authorial compositions and popularized folk adaptations are not permitted. Performances must be prepared without the use of phonograms.
3.3. Participants must perform wearing traditional folk costumes.

IV. PLACE AND TIME
Place: Vilnius, Republic of Lithuania
Time: October–November

V. APPLICATION PROCEDURE
Applicants wishing to participate in the Festival must submit the following documents to the organizers by 30 June via email (arinuskafolk@gmail.com):
· Registration form (Annex No. 1)
· Free-form biography of the ensemble, description of repertoire, high-resolution color photo (for press use)
· Video link of a representative song or dance
· List of participants (Registration)
· Visa table (Annex No. 2) – for participants requiring a visa to Lithuania

VI. TERMS OF PARTICIPATION
6.1. Participation in the Festival is free of charge.
6.2. The organizers cover accommodation, catering, and local transport services in Vilnius. In case of limited funding, ensembles may be invited for one-day participation.
6.3. Transport services include: airport reception, transfer to accommodation, and transfer back to the airport. Transport is not provided for personal use.
6.4. Insurance costs are covered by the participants.
6.5. The participant or, in the case of minors, the group leader/responsible person is responsible for participants’ health during the Festival. Each participant must have valid insurance.
6.6. Participants are not allowed to take part in third-party events without prior consent of the organizers.

VII. MEDIA AND COPYRIGHT
7.1. The Festival organizers hold full rights to recordings, broadcasts, photographs, and their public use for Festival purposes without remuneration to participants. Materials may be used in online platforms, social media, press, television, promotional materials, and publications.
7.2. Filming and photography by participants and accompanying persons are permitted for personal use only (not for online distribution).
7.3. Professional filming and photography are allowed only with prior agreement of the organizers.
7.4. Copyright and legal rights to all materials created during the Festival belong to the organizers.
7.5. All rights to recording, broadcasting, and distribution of printed, photographic, audio, and video materials via radio, television, electronic media, and for commercial purposes belong to the organizers.
7.6. The organizers retain exclusive rights to audio and video recordings of participants’ performances during masterclasses, concerts, conferences, and round table discussions, including their use for promotional and methodological purposes.
7.7. The organizers have the exclusive right to enter into agreements with third parties regarding the use of the above-mentioned materials.
7.8. By submitting all required Festival documents, the participant’s representative consents to photography and filming of group members during the Festival, confirms parental consent for minors, and agrees to the processing of personal data (name, surname, date of birth, residence, country) for Festival organization purposes.

VIII. AWARDS
Festival participants are presented with letters of appreciation and diplomas.

IX. INFORMATION
For more information:
Tel.: +37061421516
Email: arinuskafolk@gmail.com
Website: www.ltmfc.lt
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